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REFER IN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING: 


ADDRESS ONLY THE 
COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 


UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON 


Cambridge, Hass» 
August 23, 1337 


John Collier 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Office of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr . Co mmi s si oner: 

I have the honor to submit the following report dealing 
with the question of the degree of Indian blood of a single large 
family group in Robeson County, Sort'd Carolina® 

following instructions received in your letter dated 
May 19, 1937, I proceeded to Robeson County and established field 
headquarters in the town of Pembroke. After careful consideration 
the "Brooks" family was selected as the subject of this investigation 
for the following reasons. In the first place, this family 
contained one of the three individuals previously singled out in the 
Robeson County Report of 193® as having more than one-half of 
Indian blood. Secondly, as many as six members of this family had beex 
examined in the earlier investigation of the people of this County, 
three of whom had "been diagnosed as being Border Line cases wiun 
i respect to the possession of one-half or more Indian blood. And 
j finally, this family was considered by this investigator to be a 
a large but yet closely knit body and hence very suitable for an 
extensive study of this type» 

All in all, one hundred and one individuals were 
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examined and measured, this being approximately the same number 
of subjects considered in the 193 6 investigation*' Samples of 
blood were also’ taken for the purpose of determing the individual 
blood groupings to be used inrthe checking of paternity• 

On the completion of my field work I returned to my 
headquarters at Cambridge, Massachusetts to analyze the data and 
to formulate this report* In the ease of each individual separate 
racial diagnoses were made with the purpose of determining whether 
the applicants examined did or did not possess one-half or more 
Indian blood* fo distinctions or designations were made as to the 
tribal affiliatuons of the subjects. These diagnoses were based 
solely on the manifestations of physical characteristics of known 
racial significance as interpreted by the science of physical and 
racial anthropology * In accordance with the previously approved 
methodology, each applicants case included (1) a statement of 
the concluding racial diagnosis, (2) a brief resume of the evidence 
by which this diagnosis was reached, (3) a photostatic copy of the 
complete anthropometric record including the metrical and non-metrical 
data, and (U) two large photographs of the head and face both front 
and profile views* On the completion of these individual diagnoses 
charts were drawn up to show the genealogical relationships of the 
various members of the family in order that this large; mass of 
material might be more easily digested* 

The contents of this report, then, includes the following 

t items: 















1 e A tabular summary of the subjects examined and their 
concluding racial diagnoses* 

2« A genealogical table showing the relationships of the 

various members of the family, and including the racial diagnoses 

of those individuals examined* 

3* . Several genealogical charts illustrating the family 
relationships. Ohatts 1-4* 

4. A number of more detailed genealogical charts of 
single unit families together with the racial diagnoses of those 
members examined* Charts 5*25* 

5. A section on the evidence of blood groupings. 

6. A section on the question of illegitimacy. 

7* The records and diagnoses of the subjects examined, 
including the photographs, the anthropometric records, hhd a brief 
resume" of the findings* 


It should be noted that this report contains a portion 
or rather a branch of the n Locklear f? family as well as the n Brooks fi 
family. The reason for this inclusion lies in the parentage of 
one Jesse Brooks who was diagnosed in the previous report of 1936 
as possessing one-half or more of Indian blood and who formed the 
basis of the selection of the fl Brooks n family* The father of Jesse 
Brooks is Lawson Brooks, the mother of Jesse being Beadan Locklear. 
Accordingly it was deemed advisable to investigate the close relatives 
of Beadan Locklear in order to gain the proper understanding of the 
racial position of Jesse Brooks and his collateral relatives* 

A brief study of the findings of this investigation will 
show that the presence of diagnosed quantities of Indian blood in the 
^Brooks 0 family is due to an unusual set of circumstances. I refer 
to the relationships of the grandparents of Jesse Brooks both on 
his mother 1 s side and father 1 s side* Jesse Brooks * maternal grandmother* 
Loredy Brooks Locklear was a er-other to Aaron Brooks, Jesse's paternal 
grandfather. And further, Jesse Brooks' maternal grandfatherJohn 
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David Locklear was a half-brother to Dalsedia Locklear Brooks, Jesse 3 s 
•paternal grandmother* We have then as the basis of the n BrooKS fl 
family the marriage of a sister and a half-brother, arid a brother and 
a half-sister (see chart xmimber 4.) And further there are two 
instances of the mating of children of the above unions, Beadan Locklear 
and Lawson Brooks, Lovedy Locklear and Ralph Brooks* The children 
of the latter matings possess only five great grandparents out of the 
possible eight* This mild form of inbreeding has, accordingly, 
served to maintain in the case of the children of Beadan Locklear 
and Lawson Brooks, and of Lovedy Locklear and Ralph Brooks, the 
strength of Indian blood in the familial lines« In all other instances 
where the children of the sister and half-brother, and of the brother 
and half-sister matings have been content to marry outside the family, 
there was an immediate decline in the quantity of Indian blood of the 
offspring. 

Whether or not there exists other similar, cases of inbreeding 
in the Robeson County communities, this investigator is unable to 
say* It may be safely stated that the large size of the communities 
cannot be considered a Biologically and socially determining factor 
In this form of inbreeding* 

In conclusion, I wish to take this opportunity to bring 
to your attention the names of several persons and Institutions 
whose assistance during the course of this work contributed in no 
small manner to its successful completion. I owe many thanks to 
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to Dr. H. Scudder Mekeel under whose direction this project wag 
carried on. To Major G. C- Dunham, Director of Laboratories of 
the Army Medical School at Washington, D. C. I am grateful for the 

supply of sera necessary for the blood group tests. Many rhanks 

A x 

are due to Mr. B.'Arcy McHickle who^asssiatnce for a short tin® in 
the field made it possible to straighten out many difficulties in 
the genealogical records. And to Professor E. A. Hooton, chairman 
of the Division of Anthropology, Harvard University great indebtedness 
is due for the loan of a complete set of anthropometric instruments, 
as well as for his deep interest in this work. 

Respectfully submitted, 

QaJL ^ 

Carl C. Seltzer 
Physical Anthropologist 


















TABES OF COT?SM?S 


I . S eminar y of racial diagnoses • 

2b Genealogical charts showing family relationships. Charts 1- 

3 . Genealogical tables with racial diagnoses. 

4. Genealogical charts of:single unit families with racial 
diagnoses. Charts 5-25 

5 . Evidence of blood group data. 

6 . Problem of illegitimacy. 

J. Individual case records and racial diagnoses. 

















